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United States of their assurances of friendship, always so greatly valued, 
and now happily rendered still warmer and closer by the action of Brazil, 
I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Excellency the assurances 
of my highest consideration. 

Frank L. Polk, 
Acting Secretary of State. 



DECLARATION OF WAR BY CHINA ON GERMANY AND AUSTRIA 1 

The Chinese Minister at Washington to the Secretary of State 

August 14, 1917 
Sir, 

In pursuance of instructions from my Government, I have the honor 
to inform you that China having previously broken off diplomatic 
relations with Germany, after protesting in vain against the policy of 
submarine warfare adopted by the central powers of Europe, in the 
hope that Germany might change that policy out of consideration for 
the adverse opinion of the world, now the Government of the Republic, 
having been disappointed in this hope, in order to manifest proper re- 
spect for the law of nations and to protect the lives and property and its 
citizens, declares that a state of war exists with Germany and Austria- 
Hungary from 10 o'clock in the forenoon of the 14th instant, and that 
it will observe all the stipulations of the conventions signed at the Inter- 
national Peace Conferences at The Hague and other international 
agreements relating to civilized warfare. 

Accept, sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 

Vi Kyuin Wellington Koo. 
1 Official Bulletin, Washington, August 17, 1917. 



